
 

2364 West McMicken Avenue Cincinnati, Ohio 45214 

 

March 11, 2021 
Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, D.C. 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg,  
 
I am writing to express general support by the CUF (Clifton Heights-University 
Heights-Fairview) Neighborhood Association for the INFRA application submitted 
jointly by the City of Cincinnati and Hamilton County for the replacement of the 
Western Hills Viaduct.  At our May 1, 2018 Meeting, the CUFNA Board of Trustees 
passed a motion to support the City of Cincinnati’s Application to pursue BUILD Grant 
Funds with the caveat that “no Residences located in the CUF Neighborhood be 
demolished in the Viaduct’s replacement”.  (See attachment) 
 
The project will replace a “structural deficit” double-deck bridge that carries 55,000 
vehicles a day over the Mill Creek and a large, active railyard owned by CSX and 
Norfolk Southern railroads. The viaduct connects directly to Interstate 75. More 
than 23,000 vehicles per day use the viaduct to connect to I-75.  The Viaduct also 
carries County Route 457 over the Mill Creek Valley, which connects to State Street 
on the west end and Spring Grove Avenue on the east end.   
 
Replacing this 89-year-old span is critical to ensuring continued growth in our 
region and access for everyone in our community. 
 
Specifically, the project will: 

• Replace an existing viaduct built in 1932, which is rated “structurally deficient and 
functionally obsolete” with a new long-span bridge over the existing railyard 

• Significantly improve various transportation connections, including the interchange 
with I-75  

• Add bicycle and pedestrian facilities from Harrison and Westwood avenues to 

Central Parkway and McMillan Street, making the new bridge the safest path to 
access major employment centers without driving 

• More efficiently and equitably connect residents from the west side of Cincinnati to 
educational, cultural, and medical centers in the Downtown and Uptown areas, 
which includes the University of Cincinnati and many of our regional hospitals 

The INFRA grant is vital to ensuring that this important regional asset continues to 
serve the communities of western Cincinnati as a primary means for transporting 
people and goods.  



 
Thank you for your consideration of this application and investment in projects like 
the Western Hills Viaduct, which help improve the vibrancy and economic 
prosperity for everyone in our metropolitan region.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Chip Kussmaul 
President CUFNA 
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