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Come grow with us!
Hughes STEM High School - McMillan Street Community Garden is a haven for many
people in the CUF community. Located on the south side of STEM High School, this Civic
Garden Center collaboration has been used as an out-door classroom for High School
Students, a service learning and volunteer destination for UC students, an activity site for
Breakthrough Cincinnati (a college preparation program), and as a community garden for
residents and the University Christian Church congregation since 2017. The community
gardeners hold regular workdays and enjoy potlucks with people bringing food grown from their
plots.
This year the project has formed a new partnership with Cincinnati Children’s Hospital as
part of their Be Well Program, which serves their Occupational and Physical Therapy patients.
MayWeHelp, a Children’s Hospital volunteer support group is building wheelchair accessible
plots that will be used by both Hughes STEM High School Special Education students as well
as Children’s Be Well program participants.
If you are interested in learning more about the project, renting a plot, and getting involved,
please contact:
Alyssa Hallahan, Community Garden Coordinator: alyssahallahan@gmail.com
Or
Alan Wight, Project Director: wightra@ucmail.uc.edu

CUF Neighborhood Association
general membership meeting
Minutes - CUFNA General Meeting, February 16,
2021, 7:00 PM
Held online via Google Meet
Meeting presider: Chip Kussmaul, President
CUFNA
UC Police: Carra Sparks:
-Officer Vestring has been reassigned to road
patrol – Officer Chenault is the new community
liaison.
CPD District 5: Todd Ploehs:
-Auto Thefts were 16 last year but are now 19
– largely due to opportunity thefts such as cars
left running delivery stops. Expecting arrest of
one person largely responsible.
- JD Dubois (CUF Business Association) is
working with Cincinnati Bell to install 3-4
cameras in the business district.
-Please submit reports of abandoned vehicles to
5916000.com.
Guests:
Aaron Bartels - District at Clifton Heights
update:
- Core Spaces is moving ahead with the student
housing project and is working on Planning
Commission approvals. DDD scheduled to finish
in construction of phase in December.
-Drew Harmon (Sigma Chi) noted they have an
18-space parking lot – with the Deacon, parking
is hard for members without access to this lot.
Andrea Parris, Manager at the Deacon, offered
to speak directly with him about concerns.
- Cherie Wallpe noted Deacon pet owners are
not adequately cleaning up after themselves.
Andrea responded the Deacon has its own dog
park and she will make efforts to stress clean up
to residents. Cherie will email Andrea the city’s
pet owner requirements handout.
- Nathan Hess noted that those residents who
do not want to pay for parking will put more
stress on the neighborhood’s parking; Jack
Martin noted an observation on his street that
snow left on cars indicated 30% cars are not
moving regularly – the street is car storage for
many – and the parking study addresses this
issue.
Brenden Regan CHCURC update:
-Housing initiative - the program is working on
approximately 20 properties including:
- 2455 W McMicken – undergoing framing and
masonry work; expected to be for sale in spring;
- 489 Sandheger – passed inspection –

expected to be for sale in spring;
- 2136 Ravine – in receivership and working on
stabilization studies;
- 2025 Vine – buyer is working on splitting the
property;
- 2031 Vine - working with owners to do
stabilization work;
- 2226 Wheeler – acquiring from Port Authority,
has squatter damage;
- 2841 Marshall – in receivership in February;
- 2467 W McMicken – hoping to acquire soon.
- Disc golf @ Burnet Woods – CHCURC is
working with a disc golf club to make repairs
and improvements to course in Burnet Woods.
Plan is to add nine holes (for a total of 18). City
is partially funding with help of surrounding
neighborhoods - $30,000 needed. Course will
be beginner’s level.
Darryn Chennault – new UC Police community
liaison – introduced himself. Carra Sparks
added they are working on safety and good
neighbor talks with students such as during
orientation and they will include pets and music
expectations; he noted not all Deacon residents
are students.
Reports / Announcements:
Treasurer Report – available.
CRC (Cincinnati Recreation Commission) Tiffany Thomas reported they are working on
their school day enrichment program – maxed
at 46 students. Looking to summer programs
and Easter egg hunt.
LSDMC/CPS (Local School Decision Making
Committee):
- Hughes - Lyn Martin reported there was a
meeeting on 2/1 with Principal Wright. Hughes
is doing blended learning for senior high. There
are many concerns about impact of COVID
restriction on students’ wellbeing.
- CANS - Tracy Schwetzenau reported CANS
has returned blended learning and they are
currently hiring a Community Resource Officer.
CHCURC (Clifton Heights Community Urban
Redevelopment Corporation) – nothing to
report.
CHBA (Clifton Heights Business Association) there has been no recent meetings.
NOU (Neighborhoods of Uptown) - Linda
Ziegler reported that the Go Vibrant map will
be completed by April. CUF has overlapping
boundaries with those defined by Clifton
Town Meeting. In such instances, the City
is suggesting mutual agreements among
neighborhoods to be included new plans. NOU
is working on notification agreements for issues
in areas of overlap.
Invest in Neighborhoods – Chip Kussmaul

reported he is working on updating CUF’s
participation.
UC Community Development – nothing to report.
Old Business
Street sweeping (& parking) – Colleen Reynolds
reported that City Councilmember Greg
Landsman’s report on CUF parking has received
priority – results should be announced prior to
March’s Board Meeting

CUFNA’s interests and priorities. Nathan Hess
observed that candidate forums have been done
in past in collaboration with other neighborhood
and suggested perhaps we pursue again.
NSP—disc golf – Linda Ziegler suggested
CUF’s contribution could be from NSP fund if a
proposal was kept in the general terms outlined
in CUFNA’s NSP contract.
Cynthia Duval added final comment that the
disc golf club members working on the Burnet
Woods improvement are excellent partners to
be working with.

Matt Bourgeios reported additional CHCURC
updates:
-The Board approved funding a scholarship to
pay for textbooks to be awarded to one Hughes
graduate going to UC. It is hoped this will help
improve relationship between Hughes, the
neighborhood, and businesses.
- Funding has been approved for informational
window graphics to be installed in the vacant
USquare spaces.
-Bank of America is scheduled to occupy former
5/3 Bank space in April.
- With cancelation of most recent Block 1
development plans, a partnership with UC
is being proposed to explore viable options.
Nathan Hess expressed desire that development
will not only become student housing and will
include neighborhood input via a partnership
concept.
- John Stork noted appreciation of exhibition
space curated through collaboration with Clifton
Cultural Arts Center.

CUF Neighborhood Association
financial report

Bellevue circle – nothing new to report.

Total income:

Overlapping boundaries concerning Burnet
Woods (bylaw change) – CUF has not included
Burnet Woods within its stated boundaries unlike
Clifton Town Meeting and Corryville. To do so
will help protect BW. CUFNA boundary changes
require a change in the bylaws; per bylaws, the
Board will plan to vote on a boundary change
at the general meeting in March - membership
should present any feedback before then.
Nathan Hess observed that the proposed
boundary change a few years ago did not
happen, but BW has never been contentious
between the concerned communities. Cynthia
Duval expressed her approval for the proposal
citing the collaboration was good for the
residents in the north end of the neighborhood
who make greater use of this park vs. Fairview
and Bellevue.
New Business:
Candidate forums – Chip is proposing no change
in handling them, but is working on a mission
statement to give to candidates that outlines

Meeting concluded at 8:16 PM
Minutes by John Stork

February 28, 2021
Balance on:

Jan 31, 2021

$ 2,724.31

Income:
Membership

$ 30.00

		
+ $ 30.00

Expenses:		
GCWW
Total expenses:
Balance on: Feb 28, 2021

$ 7.41
- $ 7.41
$ 2,746.90

Clifton Avenue bicycle lane opening
SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 2021 AT 10:30 a.m.
Clifton Avenue Bicycle Lane Ribbon Cutting
Clifton Avenue at Straight Street
Cincinnati, OH 45219
Cincinnati Mayor John Cranley and Councilmember Jan-Michele Lemon Kearney will co-host a press
conference and ribbon cutting announcing the opening of a two-way protected bicycle lane on Clifton
Avenue on Saturday, March 27 at 10:30 a.m. at the intersection of Clifton Avenue and Straight Street.
Joining Mayor Cranley and Councilmember Kearney for this event are special guests and community
stakeholders from Clifton Town Meeting, Tri-State Trails, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati Parks,
TriHealth, Devou Good Foundation, and CUF Neighborhood Association.
Press and members of the public are encouraged to attend. All attendees are required to wear a mask
and to practice social distancing in accordance with Cincinnati Health Department COVID-19 directives.
*Virtual Attendance Option: Press conference and ribbon cutting will be streamed live online via CitiCable
at https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/citicable and on Facebook Live via the official City of Cincinnati (@
CityOfCincy)

Mill Creek Alliance
New in 2021
Workparties in the Watershed
Register for a Mill Creek Alliance “Morning Work Party”,
removing honeysuckle and other invasive plants along
the Mill Creek Greenway:
Sat., April 3, 2021, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM in Spring
Grove Village
For more information, click on the registration link,
below.

Register to Volunteer for a Workparty!

Join our team
Current job openings at MCA!
Mill Creek Alliance is hiring. Our current staff is shifting positions and making room for two additional
part-time staff members.
• Community & Social Engagement Coordinator
• Education Program Coordinator
Our goal is to increase our connection with all 37 communities that border the Mill Creek and to develop
more COVID-safe educational activities. Building off of the progress we have made through the education
and water-quality monitoring work of Anne Lyon and the MCA team, the positions allow more targeted
focus on water quality monitoring, education, outreach and our volunteers. We are excited to announce
Anne’s newest position, Water Quality Monitoring Program Coordinator, which will shift her focus to
digging deeper into the Water Quality Monitoring Program, where her love for all things macro can benefit
our work and the creek’s comeback.

See Complete Job Descriptions

For more information on the Mill Creek Alliance go to: https://www.themillcreekalliance.org
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CUF membership
Any person subscribing to the purpose of the
CUF Neighborhood Association, Inc. and paying dues set by the Association may become a
member. Election of Trustees is held at the annual meeting in July. Eligible voters are residents
of the community who are at least 18 years of
age and who are fully paid members of the
Association and who have attended three general meetings after payment of dues during the
year prior to the annual meeting. Non-resident
members have voice but no vote in Association
meetings and may not hold elective office.  
Annual CUF dues are $10.00.
• CUF general meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each
month, except August and December, 7:00 p.m,
Hughes High School, 2nd floor, 2515 Clifton Ave.
• CUF Trustee meetings: 1st Tuesday of each
month, 7:00 p.m, Hughes High School, 2nd floor
• CUF annual meeting and election: 3rd Tuesday
in July, 7:00 pm, Hughes High School, 2nd floor,
2515 Clifton Avenue

CUF Neighborhood Association
2364 West McMicken Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45214
Name:
Address:
Phone: (

)

Email:
Membership Type:
Voting Membership: CUF resident
Non-voting Membership:
CUF organization:
CUF business owner:
Non-resident:
Non-resident property owner:
Membership fee: $10.00 per year.
Make checks payable to CUFNA.

W W W . C U F N A . O R G

