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REPRESENTING CLIFTON HEIGHTS • UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS • FAIRVIEW

Next monthly meeting:

April 20, 2021, Online Format, 7 p.m
April is the month when CUF begins the
process of identifying qualified candidates to
run for open CUF board of trustees positions.
Board elections are held in July of each year.
If you have an interest in becoming involved
as a trustee or in any other capacity such as
our committees or volunteer events please
contact us through our website by clicking on
the “Contact” link. Also, if you have an idea for
the community that you would like to share or
suggest, use this same method. We’ll respond.
Thanks for your continuing support and interest
in the CUF community.

CUF Neighborhood Association
General Membership Meeting
Video Conference Platform (provided by INVEST)
16 March 2021 - The meeting was called to
order at approximately 7:00 pm, by Charles
(Chip) Kussmaul (due to technical issues, this
meeting was not recorded).
Guests:
• UCPD (University of Cincinnati Police Dept.) –
Officer Darryn Chenault
•CPD (Cincinnati Police Department) District 5 –
Sgt. Todd Ploehs & Officer Nick Hageman
•Trinitas & Associates – Aaron Bartels & Mark
Becher
• DSD Advisors (Parking Solutions Study) –
Colleen Reynolds
• UCURC (University of Cincinnati Urban
Redevelopment Corp) – Megan Smith
•CHCURC (Clifton Heights Community Urban
Redevelopment Corp – Matt Bourgeois
• Clifton CRC (Cincinnati Recreation Center) –
Tiffany Thomas
Safety Updates:
• UCPD Chenault spoke about the ongoing

April 2021
problems with off-campus student parties,
particularly around Vestry Street
• CPD-5 Officer Hageman reported the February
2021 Crime Stats for CUF and advised that
most of the numbers are improved over this
time last year (exceptions are Auto Thefts &
Thefts from Autos). He also advised that CPD5 has designated patrol hot spots around
the Calhoun & McMillan business corridor
specifically targeted to assist Uber & Lyft
delivery drivers. Sgt. Ploehs added that the
Police are also considering some signage to
be installed throughout the Clifton Heights
Business District warning Food Delivery Drivers
(the most common victims of Auto Thefts)
against leaving their cars running and unlocked
while they are inside of the food establishments.
This effort also includes a 1-month temporary
rental of a programmable sign board which
the Police plan to first locate close to the Ohio
Avenue Shell Station and then relocate later
over by the Clifton Avenue Chipotle (a $2K
donation was recently made for the 1-month
sign board rental).  He also advised that most
robberies are being committed in the late
afternoons and early evenings in the Clifton
Heights area, but then taper off after 9:00 pm.  
There was further discussion of various topics
between the General Membership and CPD5 concerning Burnet Woods graffiti tagging,
knocked down street signs, pan-handling
directly in front of 5/3 Bank (City Ordinance
910-12 prohibits solicitation within 20 ft. of an
ATM or Bank Entrance per meeting chat notes),
ongoing speeding problems, 4-wheel vehicle
crowds with blocked roadways, unallowed
stop sticks (no City Ordinance or Police Policy
reference was provided but this has been
consistently stated over the years), unallowed
red light cameras (which are currently banned
by Cincinnati City Charter per meeting chat
notes), and Police “discretionary” enforcement
of current traffic laws.
Guests & Special Guest Speakers:
• Aaron Bartels & Mark Becher of Trinitas &
Associates advised that the Block A-1 Final
Development goes to the City Planning Dept.
this Friday when they hope to obtain approval.

Other items that were discussed included a
thank-you for the recent CUF letter of support,
the Tri-Delta House is scheduled for completion
by the end of this calendar year 2021, 170
parking spaces are designated specifically for
the future Retail & Hotel buildings (all Block
A-1 student residents needing garage parking
will be required to park in The Deacon Parking
Garage), various commentary per the chat notes
regarding trash & litter around the old hospital
construction site premises (Andrea Parris, the
on-sight General Manager for The Deacon
advised that they have a team out cleaning up
litter every Mon-Wed-Fri and provided her email
contact: aparris@livethedeacon.com), a concern
from the general membership of whether the
Retail segment is still going to happen (Aaron
advised that they agree and want the same
thing but the Clifton Corner segment will
probably happen first).
Reports, Discussions & Announcements:
• The Treasurer’s Report was shared by Chip
Kussmaul.
• Parking Solutions update:  Colleen Reynolds
of DSD Advisors advised (per the meeting chat
notes) that communications received from City
Council Member Landsman advises that an
updated parking report from the City Admin is
imminent and we should expect a robust update
in time for the April 2021 General Meeting.
• Tiffany Thomas representing the Clifton CRC
(Cincinnati Recreation Center) advised that the
CPS School Day Enrichment Program (enacted
as a result of Covid-19) is still operating at the
Clifton Rec Center and there have been no
changes to or lifting of the max of 46 students
before & after school, and for the CPS Spring
Day Camp.  She also advised that the Annual
Mayor’s Career Expo for Teens ages 14-18
looking for summer time jobs will be held
virtually this year on Friday, April 9, 2021 and the
registration link is:  https://tinyurl.com/3keczrbc.   
Nathan Hess advised Tiffany that he and
other volunteers will be glad to meet with
her at a predetermined time to tour our local
neighborhood parks.  Tiffany’s contact info is:  
Tiffany.thomas@cincinnati-oh.gov.   
• LSDMC (Local School Decision Making
Committee) Rep for Hughes High School,
Lyn Martin reported that the current Principal,
Kathy Wright is leaving at the end of this school
year and that the LSDMC will play a big role in
selecting the new Principal out of the final 3-4
candidates.  She also advised that the CUFNA’s
$500.00 donation this year is greatly appreciated
and will report back with specifics regarding
its usage.  LSDMC Rep for CANS (Clifton Area

Neighborhood School), Tracy Schwetschenau
advised that there were no major updates to
report other than they hope to have their Lead
Partner selected by the end of April 2021.
•CHCURC (Clifton Heights Community Urban
Redevelopment Corp) updates: Chip Kussmaul
advised that the CUF Housing Initiative is still
moving along.  Matt Bourgeois reported that he
is still working with UC (University of Cincinnati)
to see what a partnership for Block 1 would
look like, and advised that planning has begun
for the upcoming Summer 2021 Uptown Waste
Diversion on Block 1 (Calhoun Street) which
coincides with UC’s Move-in/Move-out 10-day
period from the end of July through early August
2021.  He also reported that CHCURC’s ground
keepers will be mulching the CH Business
District.  Lastly, Matt provided a recap of the
CUF Housing Initiative Program and includes a
combination of abatements and property owner
notices of derelict properties. This program is a
cooperative effort between the CUFNA Housing
Committee & the CHCURC Board of Directors
and is currently administered by Brenden Regan
whom everyone feels is doing an outstanding
job.  All properties on the list are vetted and
approved by the CUFNA Housing Committee.
•CHBA (Clifton Heights Business Association)
updates:  Jack Martin advised that the first inperson meeting in over a year is scheduled for
this Thursday, March 18, 2021.
• INVEST in Neighborhoods:  Chip Kussmaul
reported that he is in the process of catching
up on various INVEST items and initiatives, one
which is that there is a movement to coalesce
the City’s 52 Neighborhoods together so that
the Neighborhoods themselves would be driving
neighborhoods efforts & investment instead of
the City (as currently happens).
•NSP (Neighborhood Support Program) updates:  
Linda Ziegler reported that the City finally signed
our 2021 NSP Contract today, March 16, 2021.
• UCURC (UC Community Urban
Redevelopment Corp) updates: Megan Smith
reported on the new Clifton Avenue temporary
protected bike lanes which go through August
and will then be reassessed if sidewalk widening
or lane modification changes need to be made.  
She also advised that the UC Board & President
have recently voted to abate and reuse the
old YMCA building located on Calhoun Street.
Other items of discussion (both verbally and per
meeting chat notes) involved continued litter
around the DAAP Sculpture Studio, the need
for attractive landscaping at the MLK & Clifton
Avenue corner, and are the University Court
Plans available for sharing to the public? Megan
advised that they have a landscaping architect
working with consultants on the MLK corner and

that she thinks the University Court Plans can be
shared but has to verify with her boss.
• NOU (Neighborhoods of Uptown) updates:  
Linda Ziegler reported that while the CUFNA
Board has recently voted to support (along
with a partial financial donation towards the
remaining balance needed) the proposed
expansion of Disc Golf (from 9 to 18 holes)
in Burnet Woods, the Corryville Community
Council is not very interested and the CTM
(Clifton Town Meeting) did not include it as a
topic for discussion on their latest meeting
agenda.  Matt Bourgeois advised that he
just emailed (at 5:30 pm today) the Up Town
Consortium to see if they would also be willing
to make a financial contribution (help fill the gap
for Corryville at least).  Linda also advised that
Kelly Carr from the City used to attend monthly
NOU meetings prior to Covid-19 and hopefully
she will do so again one in-person meetings
resume, and that Clifton will be sponsoring
Saturday drive-in movie events in April 2021 at
the Clifton Rec Center.
• Street Sweeping updates:  Nathan Hess
provided a brief recap of this pilot program
currently implemented on Fairview Avenue and
Riddle Road. So far, the permanent signs have
been installed and Warning Tickets are being
issued this month, March 2021 with the intent
to issue Real Tickets starting next month, April
2021.
•Bellevue Park Circle:  Linda Ziegler recapped
that Park’s Department draft survey and that we
have requested that the general term “Athletic”
be changed to “Basket Ball Court” as the CUF
community originally asked for.
• Burnet Woods & Amendment to CUF ByLaws:  Linda Ziegler recapped that the CUFNA
Board has discussed incorporating Burnet
Woods into our Boundaries & By-Laws for the
past few years, Corryville & Clifton already do
so (which is a positive thing to provide multiple
neighborhoods oversight, protection, and
support), the CUFNA Newsletter announced
this proposal in the last 2 newsletters, and the
CUFNA Board voted with Unanimous Approval
(at this March 2021 General Meeting) to Amend
the CUF By-Laws to include Burnet Woods into
our boundaries.
• KCB Grants & Volunteers:  Nathan Hess
provided a recap of this semi-annual opportunity
(August & February) to apply for these which
CUF rarely does, they can be structured as
matching funds or the community pays their
share in volunteer labor.  Linda Ziegler advised
that we still have time to for the next deadline
(1st Friday in August 2021) and that there will be
a CUFNA Newsletter Announcement requesting
solicitation of project ideas.

• Other items noted in the meeting chat notes:
(1) Requesting a Representative from Public
Works attend all CUFNA General Meetings
(similar to the Police and CRC attendance),
especially since so many problem issues
involving our neighborhood center around
litter and trashy sidewalks; graffiti tagging; and
street sweeping, (2) Decorating transformer
boxes to reduce graffiti tagging (similar to
what the Clifton neighborhood did a few
years ago and Matt Bourgeois advised that
this year’s CHCURC Budget includes funds
to decoratively wrap the transformer boxes
located in the CH Business District, plus he
is hoping to coordinate a design contest with
the DAAP for this project), and (3) the best
online site for Covid-19 Vaccine Updates is the
Health Collaborative at https://healthcollab.org/
vaccine-info/.
Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:23 pm
Next General Meeting: 20 April 2021, 7:00 pm,
location TBD
Next Board Meeting:  6 April 2021, 7:00 pm,
location TBD
Minutes submitted by Carolyn Young.

CUF Neighborhood Association
financial report
Balance on:       
Feb 28, 2021                                  $  2,746.90
Income:
Total income:

+$

-  

Expenses:
GCWW                                           
Total expenses:                           

$ 7.43        
-  $ 7.43  

Balance on:          
Mar 31, 2021                     

$  2,739.47

Water bill forgiveness
In November, Cincinnati Mayor John
Cranley, City Manager Paula Boggs Muething,
and GCWW Executive Director Cathy B. Bailey
kicked-off the GCWW Economic Hardship
Water Debt Forgiveness Program.  
    The program, also known as the
“Forgiveness Program,” is helping GCWW
customers avoid water shutoffs at their
home. Customers must demonstrate they
are experiencing economic hardship due
to COVID-19 or be at or below specified
income levels. GCWW is forgiving pastdue amounts related to water and City of
Cincinnati stormwater services accrued during
the pandemic from March 1, 2020 through
September 30, 2020.   
    Attached is a flyer that reflects your
community’s current level of participation in the
program. The flyer highlights the following data
from your neighborhood:
Total number of current applicants
Total amount currently forgiven
Number of accounts
Number of delinquent accounts (during the
program eligibility period)
Eligible residential customers can apply via
hard copy (and mail or email back to GCWW); or
online at Forgive.myGCWW.org. To support the
community more effectively, we have attached
the PDF versions of the application in English
and Spanish translation as well as a postcard
with the Forgiveness Program information.
   How can YOU help?  Help us get the word
out in your community… Property owners of
residential properties may apply, including
landlords of single- and two-family dwellings
(commercial properties do not qualify). Tenants
who are responsible for the utility bill may also
apply. Once a customer qualifies, it may take up
to six weeks to process and for customers to
see the change on their bill.
More information and the user-friendly
applications are now available online at Forgive.
myGCWW.org. Hard-copy applications -including Spanish translated versions -- are
available upon request from GCWW at (513)
591-7700 and at several public locations such
as public libraries and CRC recreation centers.
Property owners of residential properties
may apply, including landlords of single- and
two-family dwellings (commercial properties do
not qualify). Tenants who are responsible for
the utility bill may also apply. Once a customer
qualifies, it may take up to six weeks to process
and for customers to see the change on their
bill.

More information and the user-friendly
applications are now available online at Forgive.
myGCWW.org. Hard-copy applications -including Spanish translated versions -- are
available upon request from GCWW at (513)
591-7700 and at several public locations such
as public libraries and CRC recreation centers.
Heather Noe
Communications & Marketing Administrative
Specialist
Office of the Executive Director
Greater Cincinnati Water Works
P: 513.591.7895  

Zoo polinators program
Thank you so much for supporting the
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden’s Plant
for Pollinator Program. We have made great
progress and exceeded our goal of registering
500 gardens per year. Since, 2019 we have
1800 gardens registered. We could not achieve
this without your support.
We kick-off our 2021 Plant for Pollinator
Challenge annually on April 1. I encourage you
to ask your friends and family to register their
gardens. Together, we can make a difference
for our littlest friends and most important
neighbors!
Upcoming Garden Event:
The Native Plant sale at the Bowyer Farm starts
on April 24 and goes through October 9. More
info and registration details here.

SORTA grants
(SORTA)/Metro is now accepting applications for
grants to be awarded
through a new Transit Infrastructure Fund [2].
Thanks to the passage of Issue 7 by
Hamilton County voters last year, 25
percent of the 0.8 percent Hamilton County
sales tax revenue SORTA now
receives—projected to be approximately $30
million annually—is allocated for infrastructure
improvements within Metro’s service area.
The Transit Infrastructure Fund [2] program
will help address the more than $1 billion of
structurally deficient roads and bridges that
have been identified along the transit routes
within Hamilton County and improve overall
mobility for the Greater Cincinnati region.
ELIGIBILITY
Hamilton County and all municipalities and
townships in Hamilton County
may apply for grants. Infrastructure projects
eligible for consideration
must be within ¾ mile of a Metro fixed transit
route—excluding
stretches on limited access highways, classified
as Class 1, such as
I-275, I-75, I-74 and I-71. The projects could
include repaving, road
widening, bridges, or sidewalk or crosswalk
improvements for Metro
passengers walking to and from their bus stops.

TIMELINE & SELECTION
Applications for grants may be submitted now
through June 30, 2021, at 2
p.m. The project applications will be scored by
an evaluation committee
designated by SORTA. Final approval of
selected projects will be granted
by the Ohio Public Works Commission District 2
Integrating Committee.
* Project Review and Scoring: June 30 – August
31, 2021
* SORTA board confirms evaluation committee’s
recommendations:
September 14, 2021
* Integrating Committee’s final approval:
October 2021
* SORTA enters into agreements with awardees:
Quarter 4 2021
* Funds made available to awardees: Quarter 1
2022
To view application guidelines [4] and
download the application form
[5], visit go-metro.com [2]. Questions may be
directed to Metro’s VP,
Strategic Planning & Development Khaled
Shammout at
kshammout@go-metro.com or (513) 632-7671.
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CUF membership
Any person subscribing to the purpose of the
CUF Neighborhood Association, Inc. and paying dues set by the Association may become a
member. Election of Trustees is held at the annual meeting in July.  Eligible voters are residents
of the community who are at least 18 years of
age and who are fully paid members of the
Association and who have attended three general meetings after payment of dues during the
year prior to the annual meeting. Non-resident
members have voice but no vote in Association
meetings and may not hold elective office.  
Annual CUF dues are $10.00.
• CUF general meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each
month, except August and December, 7:00 p.m,
Hughes High School, 2nd floor, 2515 Clifton Ave.
• CUF Trustee meetings: 1st Tuesday of each
month, 7:00 p.m, Hughes High School, 2nd floor
• CUF annual meeting and election: 3rd Tuesday
in July, 7:00 pm, Hughes High School, 2nd floor,
2515 Clifton Avenue

CUF Neighborhood Association
2364 West McMicken Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45214
Name:
Address:
Phone: (

)

Email:
Membership Type:
Voting Membership: CUF resident
Non-voting Membership:
CUF organization:
CUF business owner:
Non-resident:
Non-resident property owner:
Membership fee: $10.00 per year.
Make checks payable to CUFNA.
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