
CUF public tennis courts to 
be sold to expand apartment 
parking lot
 Coy Field is a hidden gem of a park that 
sits in and around a large bowl carved into the 
hillside between Clifton Ave. and McMicken 
Ave. It offers an urban oasis shielded by steep 
hillsides, occupied by many bird species, as well 
as the occasional coyote. However due to its 
secluded location and inaccessibility many in our 
neighborhood don’t know it exists. 
 The park is essentially four parks connected by 
a series of staircases, and it sits primarily on land 
owned by Cincinnati Public Schools (CPS) with the 
eastern portion owned by the State of Ohio (UC). 
From the neighborhood, lower Coy Field can be 
accessed via an unmarked staircase from De Votie 
Ave. or an auto entrance off of Marshall Ave. which 
has been barricaded to prevent drive-in prostitution 

in the park. However, the barricade also prevents 
those confined to wheelchairs or simply law-
abiding people who wish to drive to the park from 
visiting it. This level also has a playground and a 
basketball court (and at, one point, had a pool) 
and is managed by the Cincinnati Recreation 
Commission (CRC). 
 A staircase ascends to middle Coy Field, 
which can be accessed via Wagner St. but which 
is also barricaded, preventing cars from parking 
within the park at this level. This level is home 
to two baseball diamonds, a football field, and 
a shredded rubber track. Despite the fact that 
the facilities at this level are owned by a public 
entity, CPS, a tall fence has been erected there to 
prevent the public from accessing them, and they 
are only supposed to be used by Cincinnati Public 
sports teams. However, human size holes can be 
found in the fence and an elderly couple can be 
found walking the track on Sunday afternoons. 
 Up another steep flight of stairs, one can 
find upper Coy Field, where shotput and javelin 
facilities for UC are located. Although this level 
is easily accessible from the end of Coy St., 
there is no signage for the park on the street and 
the mailbox at the end of the street makes the 
park entrance appear to be someone’s private 
driveway. 
The most remote and hidden part of the park is its 

two tennis courts and a bike 
polo court. These are found 
at the end of Joselin Ave. 
behind a large apartment 
building. Prestige Property 
Management, which owns 
the apartment building, has 
placed its dumpsters at the 
end of Joselin Ave on park 
property, partially blocking 
this entrance to Coy Field. 
Tenants at this building park 
their cars perpendicular 
to the direction of travel 
on public right of way in 
Joselin Ave. The dumpsters 
and parked cars taken 
together give this area the 
appearance that the tennis 
courts beyond belong to 
the apartment building, 
despite the fact that they are 
public. There has also been 
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resistance by CRC to place signage at the main 
thoroughfare near the court, namely along Clifton 
Ave, which would draw people to the courts at the 
end of Joselin Ave. 
 On the west side of the courts, where there 
is an impressive view of the west side above 
a large retaining wall, the courts can also be 
accessed from Austin Ter., a public right of way off 
of Probasco St. that a homeowner has brazenly 
claimed as their own, erecting “No Trespassing” 
signs. In addition, the courts could be reached 
from the middle level of Coy Field via two existing 
stone staircases, one ending at the end of Joselin 
Ave. and the other at the end of Austin Ter., if it 
were not for the tall fence erected on the middle 
level of Coy Field discussed earlier that obstructs 
these paths. The presence of these staircases 
is evidence that the tennis courts were once an 
integral part of the park. 
 It is not clear that the CRC has assessed 
the tennis/bike polo courts use in any way, but 
with all of the would-be entrances to the courts 
blocked to some degree, it should be no surprise 
then that they are likely underused, despite being 
surrounded by the most densely populated 
neighborhood in the city. The CRC has decided to 
close the tennis/bike polo courts and Cincinnati 
Public Schools would like to sell the property to 
the adjacent apartment operator that has been 
blocking the entrance to the courts for years. 
The immediate plans call for the removal of the 
fences around the courts, which would make them 
a de facto parking lot for the same people that 
prevented them from being used in the first place, 
essentially gifting them public lands. 
 In the past, clearly the park was more 
connected to neighborhood. Staircases would 
have drawn people from the more densely 
populated area around the university down 
into this urban oasis. The park has since been 
chopped up with fences barricading our stairways, 
encroached upon by neighboring property owners, 
barricaded from vehicular traffic, and, in large 

part, privatized, all to the detriment of 
residents of our neighborhood, who 
are no longer given the opportunity 
to experience this escape from the 
hustle and bustle of the university 
neighborhood above. Moreover, the 
park has been totally cut off from the 
population center it is meant to serve 
around the university. 
      However, the situation is not 
hopeless: CPS could be persuaded 
to remove the jail style fencing 
that already has large gaps on the 
middle level of the park, and new 
signage could be placed along major 
thoroughfares around the park and at 
park entrances. Given that the park 
is currently unknown or inaccessible 
even to those that live right beside it, it 

would seem opening up access to the park would 
greatly enhance park use and with more eyes in the 
park, less lewd behavior would transpire there.
 But this will not happen without community 
support. If we do not embrace public spaces 
and prevent them from being privatized, they will 
be slowly eroded. Over the past twenty years, 
the recreation facilities in our neighborhood 
have been stripped one after the next, with the 
trend accelerating in recent years; the pools at 
Coy Field, Krueck Community Center, Fairview 
Park, and Inwood Park are gone, as are the 
baseball fields at Fairview Park and the full-court 
basketball court at Fairview Park. In the not so 
distant past, where the Queensgate Marriot now 
stands, there were once baseball diamonds. 
Much of this has transpired without any public 
input whatsoever, and the same fate that will 
befall the recreation areas at the end of Joselin, if 
the powers that be are not persuaded otherwise.  
 As taxpayers, we have a right to be heard. 
These recreation facilities are ours. I urge you to 
reach out to Cincinnati Public Schools and the 
Cincinnati Recreation Commission and let them 
know that we do not want our tennis courts and 
bike polo court sold off or dismantled.

Cincinnati Public Schools
https://www.cps-k12.org/contact
(513)363-0000

Cincinnati Recreation Commission: Office of 
Director / Commission Liaison
Ronetta Engram
(513)352-4005
Ronetta.Engram@cincinnati-oh.gov

 
               Jules Rosen

https://www.cps-k12.org/contact


CUF Neighborhood Association 
General Membership Meeting
Hughes High School Innovation Center 
15 January 2019 - The meeting was called to 
order at approximately 7:11 pm, by Nathan 
Hess.

Guests:
• Captain Doug Wiesman – CPD 5
• Sgt Danika Gilmer – CPD 5
• Officer Nick Hageman – CPD 5
• Officer Andrew Mueller- UCPD
• Tom Reece – CRC (Cincinnati Recreation               
   Commission)
• Mark Becher/Aaron Bartels/Gary Conner/Joe 
Antunavich/Neal Payton – Trinitas
Safety Updates:
 CPD 5 Officer Hageman reported the 
December 2018 (end-of-year) CUF crime stats 
which reflected “overall crime” decreased 
by 2%, “overall violent crime” decreased by 
19%, “rapes” decreased by 5%, “robberies” 
decreased by 35%, “felonious assaults” 
decreased by 29%, “stolen autos” decreased 
by 6%, but “theft from autos” increased by 
13%, and “burglaries” increased by 67% from 
this time last year 2017.  Generally speaking, 
much of the “theft from autos” and “burglaries” 
increases are being fueled by the current opioid 
epidemic and that residents should safeguard 
their homes and properties with after dark 
porch lighting, consistently locking doors 
and windows, and communicating with their 
neighbors.  Officer Hageman reiterated from the 
last CUFNA general meeting that the future new 
D5 building has been narrowed down to 2 final 
choices: (1) the current strip mall location on 
Hamilton Avenue in College Hill and (2) the old 
City Permit Building located on Central Parkway, 
next to the AAA Car Wash.  He advised that 
the College Hill Community is strongly lobbying 
Cincinnati City Council to select the College 
Hill location and that he doesn’t recall any CUF 
community members attending any recent City 
Hall Committee Meetings concerning the new 
D5 Headquarters.   A question arose regarding 
whether CPD can help enforce pedestrian 
safety by ticketing home/business owners for 
not shoveling the snow from their sidewalks.  In 
response, Officer Hageman advised that it is 
“not” possible to enforce ticketing non-shoveled 
sidewalks throughout the entire city.  He also 
asked the community to please keep all of our 
police officers in our prayers.  
 UCPD Officer Mueller reported on the 
following: (1) the Holiday 2018 Shop-with-a-
Cop was a great success, (2) there are 8 new 

UCPD recruits currently attending local police 
academies for a duration of 6 months, (3) there 
are no new crime stats presently available, (4) 
positive community involvement by various 
frat organizations has recently included 
participation in PBW (Preserve Burnet Woods) 
cleanups, (5) the UC Police Reform Exit Report 
will be forthcoming from Dr. Whelan in February 
or March 2019, (6) various dates/times for 
upcoming January/February 2019 UC games 
(7) the UC Shuttle is free and available to “all” 
residents living within proximity of their routes.
Reports, Discussions & Announcements:
• The Treasurer’s Report was shared.
• Mark Becher, Trintas provided a brief overview 
of upcoming street closures/lane restrictions 
relative to the demolition of the old Deaconess 
Hospital.
• Tom Reece, CRC reported that in Fairview 
Park, the new trees have been planted; the 
new water fountains and cement footers have 
been installed; and the new picnic benches and 
tables are scheduled next.  He also advised that 
for child safety reasons, the soccer goals may 
be relocated to the upper lot (old softball field) 
and that futsol may be a possible candidate for 
that field but proper water drainage is currently 
a detrimental issue.  Various issues revolving 
around Coy Field including trash and litter at 
the Marshall Avenue entrance, barrier fencing 
removal, crumbling staircases at the ends of 
Austin Terrace and Jocelyn streets, and land 
ownership complexities were discussed among 
the general membership.  Tom Reece advised 
that he will research the barrier issues with both 
CRC and City Parks maintenance personnel.
• CHCURC Block 1 update:  Matt Bourgeois 
plans to present development plans during 
February 2019s CUFNA Trustees and General 
Meetings.  Preliminary information indicates 
that the development plans do “not” include 
any type of student housing but may possibly 
include a hotel.  Matt will also make additional 
presentations during all CUFNA March 2019 
meetings, if any major changes occur to 
the development plans subsequent to the 
February 2019 meetings.  Other CHCURC 
announcements are that a Spectrum Store is 
coming soon to U Square and the Brass Tap 
will undergo a name change to Hop Scotch.
• CHBA update:  nothing new to report on 
a proposed parking program for the Clifton 
Heights business district.
• NOU update:  there was no meeting during 
December 2018 but previous reporting 
indicates there are development plans for a new 
Hotel to be built in Corryville, just south of the 
University Plaza Kroger Store.
• LSDMC/CPS update: a reiteration that many 



Hughes High School students and their families 
are currently experiencing “food insecurity” 
issues.  The School Principal is exploring the 
possibility of establishing a “discrete” on-
site food pantry and may need community 
assistance to purchase a refrigerator and 
other equipment.  Tracy Schwetschenau was 
introduced as the LSDMC Representative for 
the new CANS (Clifton Area Neighborhood 
School. 
• Cincy Flags update:  no update is available oth 
r than no response to date has been received 
back from either Adrianna (the project designer) 
or Henry (the project manager).
• CUFNA boundary update:  a proposal to 
include all of Burnet Woods and the west side 
campus of UC (per CAGIS) was discussed 
among the general membership with plans 
to vote on amending the CUFNA by-laws to 
approve these boundary changes during the 
February 2019 General Meeting.
• CUF branding/name change/benches 
update:  (1) a previous proposal to explore a 
neighborhood wide name change that would 
encompass all 3 neighborhoods (Clifton 
Heights – University Heights – Fairview) has 
not garnered enough interest to continue, thus 
efforts will be focused on better marketing 
of the current name, (2) new metro bus stop 
benches are planned to include 2 each on 
Marshall and McMicken and since these are 
not located in the business district, nameplate 
options could be specific to their neighborhood 
(University Heights and Fairview).
• Central Parkway and MLK connector update:  
the (currently unnamed) connector, is actually 
located in CUF but somehow the Clifton 
neighborhood was presumed by the city to have 
naming rights.  CUFNA has inquired into this 
issue but no response has been received back 
from the city.
• 2352 Ravine Street update:  the developer 
plans to tear down the existing (old church) 
structure to build a small 2 story student 
housing apartment building.
• Tri-Health site at MLK and Clifton update:  UC 
is planning to build a new sculpture studio but 
no specific details are available so far.
• Airbnb proposed regulations update:  no new 
information is available at this time regarding a 
proposed city ordnance to regulate safety and 
impose an excise tax on local Airbnb facilities. 
• CUFNA President, Nathan Hess provided 
these additional announcements: (1) Nathan 
plans to attend the city planning meeting 
scheduled for this Friday, 18 January 2019 
at 9:00 am regarding bus stop/benches and 
advertising.  (2) the Mohawk Neighborhood 
has invited their neighbors to attend their next 

planning meeting on Wednesday, 23 January 
2019 from 6-7:30 pm at St. Phillipus Church 
located on W. McMicken in Over-the-Rhine.  
(3)  CUFNA will now be using Mail Chimp to 
improve communications, including the monthly 
newsletter and other important announcements.
• Additional CUF Parks announcements by 
Cynthia Duval: (1) Registration for Cincinnati 
Parks summer camps begins Wednesday, 23 
January 2019 and slots fill up fast, (2) a request 
for at least 1 parks committee representative 
from CUF to attend the next Burnet Woods 
Trailside Nature Center Renovation round table 
meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 23 January 
2019 at 3:30 pm at the nature center.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 pm
 
Next General Meeting:  February 19, 2019, 7:00 
pm at the Hughes Stem High School Innovation 
Lab.
Minutes submitted by Carolyn Young.

Citizens on Patrol training
 The Citizens on Patrol Program (COPP) new 
member’s training dates are: March 19, 20, 21 
from 6:00-9:00pm! The training will be held at 
District One, 310 Ezzard Charles Dr, Cincinnati, 
OH 45214.

Police Officer Princess Davis 
Citizens on Patrol Coordinator 
Phone:  513-352-3533 

CUF financial report 
January, 2019

Balance on: Dec. 31, 2018 ($  6,068.98)
Income:
City of Cincinnati - NSP ($  6,085.00)
Total income: + ($  6,085.00)
Expenses: 
MB - Herbicides/Cards        ($82.60)
GCWW  ($6.28)
Total expenses: - ($88.88)
 
Balance on:  Jan. 31, 2019 ($ 12,065.10)



Street re-naming update
 
 Last January CUF began the process of 
changing the name of Coon Street, a small 
lane off Warner Street, to Fox Street. With the 
support of the CUF trustees and local property 
owners, City Council voted on the name change 
in December.  The new sign has finally been 
installed. Thanks to Benjamin Bedel for his 
leadership on this issue.

https://preserveburnetwoods.
org/2019/02/03/looking-ahead-
february-events/

E-scooter survey
 As you probably know, e-scooters launched 
in Cincinnati last summer. We’re currently 
collecting feedback from residents to help shape 
how the program evolves this spring.    
 We’d really appreciate it if you could share 
the following survey link with your neighborhood 
via e-mail and/or social media. The survey will 
be open for two weeks, until February 12.
 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cincy-
escooter
 
Melissa McVay, MCP
Senior City Planner
Department of Transportation & Engineering
City Hall, Room 450
801 Plum Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Burnet Woods events

https://preserveburnetwoods.org/2019/02/03/looking-ahead-february-events/
https://preserveburnetwoods.org/2019/02/03/looking-ahead-february-events/
https://preserveburnetwoods.org/2019/02/03/looking-ahead-february-events/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cincy-escooter
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cincy-escooter


Love Thy ‘Nati 
celebration
Saturday, February 23rd, 2019
from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM (EST)
The Sanctuary
2110 St Michael Street
Cincinnati OH 45204 
 Join us for Keep Cincinnati Beautiful’s 2019 
Love Thy ‘Nati Celebration!
Enjoy light brunch and drinks while connecting 
with some of the Tri-state’s greatest volunteers 
and community partners! We’ll announce the 
2018 “Rep the Crown” recipients, celebrate 
2018 successes, and kick off the 2019 Great 
American Cleanup season.
 Love Thy ‘Nati is a celebration of YOU, 
our dedicated heroes who march tirelessly 
with boots on the ground, tools in hand, and 
Cincinnati pride in your hearts. Cincinnati is 
beautiful because of YOU.
 Parking available in several lots in Lower 
Price Hill. We’ll forward some maps and 
information to those who RSVP. The event is 
free of charge, but there will be a raffle -- bring 
your cash and credit!
 Special thanks to our sponsors: Gorilla 
Glue, Cincinnati Bell, United Dairy Farmers, and 
Perfetti Van Melle
Thanks to our food and beverage sponsors 
for this event: Great Lakes Brewing Company, 
Taste of Belgium 

RSVP NOW

Notice to members of 
CUF Community Fund
  
 The annual meeting of the 
CUF Community Fund will be held on Tuesday, 
February 26, 2019. 
The agenda for the meeting is to review and 
approve the minutes of the Funds February 
2018 annual meeting, vote to elect two 
members to the Board of Trustees, review the 
2018 financial report of the Fund and discuss 
issues pertaining to the Fund.
Copies of the minutes and the Funds 2018 
financial report will be distributed to all members 
attending the meeting.
The slate of candidates running for the two 
positions on the Board of Trustees will be 
included in the invitation mailed to Fund 
members in advance of the Annual Meeting.

CUF Community Fund Membership 
Requirements

 To be a Member of the CUF Community 
Fund, one must be a paid member of the 
Clifton Heights, University Heights and Fairview 
Neighborhood Association (CUF) for twenty-
four months prior to the annual meeting of the 
Members and must be a permanent resident 
residing within Clifton Heights, University 
Heights or Fairview as designated in the by-
laws of the CUF Neighborhood Association, 
Inc., or its successor organization.  A permanent 
resident is defined as one residing year round 
within the CUF community for at least four 
consecutive years (48 months) immediately 
preceding the consideration of Member status. 
The burden of satisfying the requirement of 
permanent residency is upon the individual 
seeking to be a Member.
 Personal invitations will be mailed to 
individuals that satisfy the first requirement 
for membership. (Paid member of (CUF) for 
twenty-four months prior to the annual meeting).  
Invitations will designate which individuals will 
need to provide proof of permanent residency.
The members of the Board of the CUF 
Community Fund wish to extend to all members 
of the CUF community a happy, healthy, safe 
and prosperous New Year.

Sincerely, 

Dennis O’Brien     President
Linda Ziegler    Treasurer
John Stork             Secretary
Craig Lloyd     Vice President
Maureen France    Vice President

	

Mohawk neighborhood, 1934
 The link below takes you to “a day in 
the life” motion picture view of the Mohawk 
neighborhood shot in1934. It features various 
street scenes with shop owners and workers 
stepping out to be filmed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
GoaRg6iJFDk&feature=youtu.be&fbcl
id=IwAR1ITYkSlUfJZLYTXLWLVaLr4_

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoaRg6iJFDk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1ITYkSlUfJZLYTXLWLVaLr4_HZZrRNRVzH71zZqo5EcipnaGiM5REHAdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoaRg6iJFDk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1ITYkSlUfJZLYTXLWLVaLr4_HZZrRNRVzH71zZqo5EcipnaGiM5REHAdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GoaRg6iJFDk&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1ITYkSlUfJZLYTXLWLVaLr4_HZZrRNRVzH71zZqo5EcipnaGiM5REHAdo


Deaconess demolition update
This is a schedule of work that has taken place to 
date and will be completed over the next month.

•  Perimeter Fencing & Gates have been installed
• Removal & Relocation of all Phase 1 equipment 
Connex’s to be complete 1-11 

Goetz
•  Permit for Demolition has been issued and 
received
• Soft & Universal Waste Demo Complete 
• Abatement Ongoing 
•  Install of Street & Pedestrian Safety Measures 
ongoing 
• Power to Goetz Bldg. terminated 1-11 – All 
other utilities to this bldg. complete
• Hard Demolition of Bldg. -Starts 1-15/Complete 
1-30 
•  During daily demolition operation Straight Street & University directly in front of Bldg. will be closed will 
be closed – Streets will reopen when demo ends for the day
• Process and Crush of Bldg. Concrete - Starts 1-28/Complete 2-8
•  Backfill & Rough Grading of Pad Area Pad – Starts 2-6/Complete 2-8 East Tower 
• Permit for Demolition is in City Review – Permit application was delivered to city 1-24-19
• Soft & Universal Waste Demo Complete 
•  Abatement will start at issuance of permit- Tentative Start 1-14/Complete 2-8- Correction-This is not 
tied into permit issuance. A  Notice of abatement letter was previously sent to the state for review and 
acceptance. Abatement did start 1-14  
• Power to East Tower to Terminate 2-14
•  Protective Measures for Hughes High School Install – Start 2-11/Complete 2-14
•  Protective Measures Bus Stop Install – Start 2-12/Complete 2-13
• Closure of Straight St. between Clifton & Stratford for demolition- Start 2-16/Complete 3-6
•  Clifton Lane Restriction between Straight St. and Hughes High School Start 2-16/Complete 2-17
•  Hard Demolition of East Tower – Start 2-16/Complete 3-6

Frersing Bldg. 
•  Permit for Demolition is in City Review – This permit will be issued with East Tower 
•  Soft & Universal Waste Demo ongoing – Complete 1-17
•  Abatement will start with issuance of permit – Tentative Start 1-21/Complete 2-15- Correction-This is 
not tied into permit issuance. A  Notice of abatement letter was previously sent to the state for review 
and acceptance. Abatement tentative to start 1-21
• Power to Frersing Bldg. Terminated – Tentative Strat 2-15/Complete 2-15
• Hard Demolition of Frersing Bldg. – Tentative Start 2-20/Complete 3-12

West Tower 
• Permit for Demolition is in City Review 
•  Soft & Universal Waste Demo Phase 1 -Flrs 5-10  Start 1-12/Complete 1-31
•  Soft & Universal Waste Demo Phase 2 -Flrs. Lobby -4 Start 1-29/Complete 2-16
•  Soft & Universal Waste Demo Phase 3 – Flrs. – Basement Levels A-D – Start 2-15/Complete 3-5



CUF membership
 Any person subscribing to the purpose of the 
CUF Neighborhood Association, Inc. and pay-
ing dues set by the Association may become a 
member.  Election of Trustees is held at the an-
nual meeting in July.  Eligible voters are residents 
of the community who are at least 18 years of 
age and who are fully paid members of the 
Association and who have attended three gen-
eral meetings after payment of dues during the 
year prior to the annual meeting.  Non-resident 
members have voice but no vote in Association 
meetings and may not hold elective office.  
Annual CUF dues are $10.00.
• CUF general meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, except August and December, 7:00 p.m, 
Hughes High School, 2nd floor, 2515 Clifton Ave.
• CUF Trustee meetings: 1st Tuesday of each 
month, 7:00 p.m, Hughes High School, 2nd floor
• CUF annual meeting and election: 3rd Tuesday 
in July, 7:00 pm, Hughes High School, 2nd floor, 
2515 Clifton Avenue

CUF Neighborhood Association
2364 West McMicken Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

Name:

Address: 

Phone:  (        )

Email:

Membership Type:

Voting Membership: CUF resident
Non-voting Membership:
CUF organization:
CUF business owner:
Non-resident:
Non-resident property owner:

Membership fee:  $6.00 per year.
Make checks payable to CUFNA.

CLIFTON HEIGHTS
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
FAIRVIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

2364 West McMicken Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

Funded by the City of Cincinnati 
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