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Blooms by the thousands 
at the Hauck Botanical garden....right now!
 Many of us driving back to our neighborhood 
from the eastern side will find ourselves often 
waiting at the corner of William Howard Taft 
Road and Reading Road for the light to turn 
green.  If you look a little to the right, you’ll 
notice a large green space running along the 
right side of William Howard Taft.  This is the 
Cincinnati Park Board’s Hauck Botanical Garden.
If you are tired of winter and looking forward to 
the flowers of spring, you definitely should visit 
this garden now.  ‘Reason being is that there are 
currently thousands of blooming plants in peak 
bloom right now!  Hauck Botanical Garden is 
perhaps the best public garden display in all of 
Cincinnati when it comes to very early blooming 
plants.
 I took several pictures there almost 2 weeks 
ago on February 27.  At that time the winter 
aconite (yellow flowers in masses of thousands) 
were just at the end of their bloom.  However 
there are many, many other things still in bloom 
now:  purple crocus, white snowdrops, Lenten 
roses (hellebore), witch hazels.  Daffodils are 
getting started too.
 One of the best masses of snowdrops, and 
crocus, and winter aconite all mixed together are 
on the southwest corner of the Park Planning 
Building (go in the driveway opposite White 
Castle; keep walking straight  and go up a slight 
hill to the Planning building and head towards 
the corner of the building which looks downhill.  
This is perhaps the prettiest outdoor display of 
flowers in all of Cincinnati from about the second 
week of February till the second week of March, 
every year.  
 Another interesting thing about many of these 

flowers: on any day during this time, which 
is warmer than say 60 degrees or so, are all 
getting pollinated by thousands of honeybees 
which come from a hive maintained on site by 
the Civic Garden Center.  (The Civic Garden 
Center is located on the northeast part of Hauck 
Botanical Gardens along Reading Road).  The 
gardens near the Civic Garden Center add 
further beauty to the range of flowers blooming 
right now.  That is where you can find the 
Lenten Roses and Witch Hazels.  Look for the 
bee hives near the waterfall pond.
 To whom do we owe thanks for establishing all 
these flowers?  While many Civic Garden Center 
and Park Board gardeners have contributed to 
the garden’s beauty over the years; ultimately 
the main credit is due to Cornelius Hauck (1893-
1967); grandson of John Hauck (owner of one 
of Cincinnati’s largest breweries).  Cornelius 
was around 18 when his father Louis bought 
the “Gibson-Hauck” house on Oak Street.  
Cornelius’s sister’s family ended up in the main 
house; and Cornelius bought land and built his 
own home just south of the main house in what 
is now the Hauck Botanical Garden.  Cornelius 
spent decades developing his property into 
the extensive gardens he called “Sooty Acres”.  
Many of the large trees on the property he had 
planted.  And it is very likely that the thousands 
of crocus and snowdrops scattered all over the 
property are from his plantings.
 Cornelius was a trustee on the Park Board 
from 1949 to 1967.  His property and that of his 
sister Katherine were acquired by the Cincinnati 
Park Board that same year.  The Civic Garden 
Center was already established on the site by 
around 1952.  Cornelius was a great benefactor 
to many civic associations, including the 
Cincinnati Historical Society.  Cornelius also 
had a brother named Frederick who also was 
a great benefactor to the city.  I was lucky to 
have seen him one day when I was working for 
the Cincinnati Parks on Fountain Square in the 
early 1990s.  It turned out that he was paying 
thousands of dollars every year for the Park 
Board to have flowers on Fountain Square.  At 



that time he was about 98 years old.  He lived to 
102.   
A few links:
http://www.cincinnatiparks.com/hauck-
botanical-gardens/

http://www.civicgardencenter.org/gardens/
hauck-botanic-gardens/

http://diggingcincinnati.blogspot.com/2013/06/
the-gibson-hauck-house.html
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CUF Neighborhood Association 
general membership meeting
Hughes High School Innovation Center 
20 February 2018 - The meeting was called to 
order at approximately 7:15pm, by Linda Ziegler.

Guests:
• CPD – Captain Bardoa, Sgt. Volkerding
• UCPD – Officer Jim Vestring
• Tom Reece – CRC
• Bill Fischer - UC
• Moreo Rivera - Trinitas 

Safety Updates:
Sgt. Volkerding reported that crime has 
generally gone down, except for auto thefts 
and theft from autos. There will be public 
meetings about the location of a new District 
5 HQ.  Gameday parking restrictions for FCC 
and UCFB on Calhoun and McMillan were 
discussed.

Officer Vestring reported that Richard Spencer’s 
visit has been cancelled, or at least postponed 
until later in the summer/fall.  The Off-Campus 
Patrol (Ambassadors) contract has been 
terminated.  There will be a volunteer event 
to do handouts and door hangers to educate 
about theft, etc., on 3 March, from 9 – 11 am. 
Meet at the UC Police HQ in the Edwards 
Center.

Reports:
• The Treasurer’s Report was shared.

Announcements:
• Jules Rosen presented the current results of 
his Neighborhood Branding survey and led a 
discussion.
• Nathan Hess led a discussion about dues – 
raise to $10, lower to $5, or another option?  
This led to a discussion about improving 
membership through better outreach.
•  Tom Reece gave an update on Fairview Park 
improvements.
•  Illegal rental property signs are continuing to 
be discussed with, and studied by, the City, with 
future action to be announced.
• Jack Martin reported on the passage of 
Zone Changes for NWC of University Court & 
Straight St. (Trinitas), SWC of MLK & Clifton 
(Tri-Health), and NWC of MLK & Clifton (various 
owners of three properties), per the UAISS 
recommendations.
• Tony Welsh reported on the Western Hills 
Viaduct Coalition meeting. Completion is not 
anticipated until 2029.  The current plan may be 

seen at ODOT District 8’s website.
• There was more discussion about FCC & 
UCFB gameday parking restrictions and the 
need to allow more on-street parking.
•  Re-naming Coon Street was briefly discussed, 
with general support for the idea.
• It was reported that Uptown Rentals now owns 
4 of the 8 homes on the north side of Detzel 
Place and that one of those houses is having 
large, loud parties.

Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:40pm 
Next General Meeting: 16 January 2018, at the 
Hughes High School Innovation Lab.
Minutes submitted by Jack Martin.

Financial report, February 2018
Balance on Jan 31, 2018 $4,678.88

Income:
  
Dues 148.00

Total                                                +        148.00

Expenses:
  
Ziegler-agenda 19.20
  
Mike Morris-reimburse 39.00
 trade name registration 
  
Ziegler-agenda 14.88

Total                                                  -        73.08

Balance on Feb 28, 2018 $4,753.80

Butterflies of Madagascar
Krone Conservatory
March 24 - June 17, Daily 10 am - 5 pm 

 The 2018 Butterfly Show “The Butterflies of 
Madagascar” celebrates the exotic biomes of 
this unique African country. Giant Baobab trees, 
remarkable stone forests, and illustrious lemurs 
of Madagascar set the stage for the thousands 
of bright, beautiful butterflies flying amidst the 
striking collection of fiery orange bidens, vivid 
red celosia, purple salvia, and punches of lime 
green ipomoea!



Online City Survey
 The City of Cincinnati is launching an online 
survey tool to give residents a simple, interactive 
way to report their concerns about pedestrian 
safety. The web-based tool, known as the 
Pedestrian Safety Survey, is available at http://
cagisonline.hamilton-co.org/pedsafetysurvey/
through April 30, 2018.
 It is easy to use and intuitive. Users link to 
a map of the City with a drop-down menu of 
neighborhoods.
From there, users identify a particular street 
in a specific neighborhood and can add a 
new concern or comment on an existing one, 
with the option to pick examples from a list of 
common pedestrian-safety concerns such as 
walk signal too short, vehicles run red lights or 
stop signs, and crosswalk needed.
Survey submissions are anonymous.
 The Department of Transportation & 
Engineering (DOTE) will use the responses to 
identify trends, which will help it determine 
where future safety improvements could be 
made.
 “As a crowd-sourcing tool, the Pedestrian 

District 5 headquarters 
meetings
 A meeting was held on March 7, 2018 at the 
College Hill Recreation Center in College Hill 
(5545 Belmont Avenue) that discussed:
• Basic specifications and criteria for the new 

facility.
• Preliminary sites researched so far.
• Positive and negative aspects of each site.
• At the meeting, you can also:
• Review each of the sites in detail.
• Suggest other potential sites.
 The presentation for the kickoff meetings 
can be downloaded here: PD5 Public Meeting 
Presentation 3-1-18
 After receiving input and additional potential 
sites from the kickoff meetings, a follow-up 
meeting is scheduled on Thursday, April 3, 2018 
at McKie Recreation Center in Northside (1655 
Chase Avenue).
 At this meeting, discussion will include:
• An update on the status of site selection.
• The design and possible public art 

components of the new Headquarters once 
its site is selected.

• The next steps of the process.
 If you cannot attend the meeting but wish to 
be kept apprised of the process, please contact 
James Weaver in the Department of City 
Planning at James.Weaver@cincinnati-oh.gov

Safety Survey will help us gauge the magnitude 
of a specific concern,” said Michael Moore, 
director of DOTE. “We will use the feedback 
to prioritize safety improvements in our 
neighborhoods.” A trial version of the survey 
was tested last August.
 The survey isn’t a substitute for the City’s Fix 
It Cincy! app or Citizen Service Request (CSR) 
site at www.5916000.com. Residents should 
continue to use those tools to report specific 
maintenance requests.
 The survey tool complements the Fix It Cincy! 
app and CSR site because it is interactive and 
allows individual users to share their feedback 
anonymously with other members of the public.

Seasonal weather
 According to the National Weather Service, 
the average date for the last spring freeze (32 
degrees or lower) is April 12 in Cincinnati.
Average temperatures for March are 53° (high) 
and 34° (low), rain average: 10 days.   
 Cincinnati weather records for recent decades 
show averages of 4.2 inches of snow in March 
and half an inch in April. One-day snow marks 
for those months are 9.3 inches on March 22, 
1968, and 4.2 inches on April 8, 1916. Monthly 
lowest temperatures are 3 degrees on March 8, 
1943 and 18 degrees on April 6, 1982. 
 May 21, 1883 is recognized as Ohio’s latest 
heavy snow with some areas reporting 10 to 15 
inches. Hamilton had three inches that damaged 
trees and crops. The Butler County Democrat 
said “in the memory of the oldest inhabitants a 
snow storm has never taken place in this vicinity 
as late as May 21st.”

Pothole repairs
 The City of Cincinnati can use your help in 
reporting potholes.  Direct reporting gets the job 
done most efficiently.  Call 513-961-6000, click 
here for the website, or use the Fix it Cincy! app 
for iPhone and Android.  Those contacts can 
also be used for a variety of other problems you 
may wish to report. 
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http://cagismaps.hamilton-co.org/csr/cincinnati/


CUF membership
 Any person subscribing to the purpose of the 
CUF Neighborhood Association, Inc. and pay-
ing dues set by the Association may become a 
member.  Election of Trustees is held at the an-
nual meeting in July.  Eligible voters are residents 
of the community who are at least 18 years of 
age and who are fully paid members of the 
Association and who have attended three gen-
eral meetings after payment of dues during the 
year prior to the annual meeting.  Non-resident 
members have voice but no vote in Association 
meetings and may not hold elective office.  
Annual CUF dues are $6.00.
• CUF general meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, except August and December, 7:00 p.m, 
Hughes High School, 2nd floor, 2515 Clifton Ave.
• CUF Trustee meetings: 1st Tuesday of each 
month, 7:00 p.m, Hughes High School, 2nd floor
• CUF annual meeting and election: 3rd Tuesday 
in July, 7:00 pm, Hughes High School, 2nd floor, 
2515 Clifton Avenue

CUF Neighborhood Association
2364 West McMicken Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

Name:

Address: 

Phone:  (        )

Email:

Membership Type:

Voting Membership: CUF resident
Non-voting Membership:
CUF organization:
CUF business owner:
Non-resident:
Non-resident property owner:

Membership fee:  $6.00 per year.
Make checks payable to CUFNA.
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