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 With the Presidential Election and 
Thanksgiving now in our rear view mirror, our 
thoughts turn to the Christmas Season with all 
the hopes and dreams we often associate with 
childhood. 
 At the O’Brien house, the exchange of gifts 
among family members took place on Christmas 
Eve. Two gifts were always guaranteed to be 
under the tree each year.  One was a package 
of new underwear and the other was a box of 
stationary with our initials embossed at the 
top.  The first was a necessity the second was a 
drudgery as the stationary was intended to write 
thank you notes to each and every person from 
whom we received a gift that year.
 Although the ritual of sending out thank 
you notes has for the most part fallen by the 
wayside, I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank those individuals in the community 
who were instrumental in establishing the CUF 
Community Fund for our neighborhoods benefit. 
What a tremendous gift the Fund has turned out 
to be. 
 The Fund, established in 1986, came into 
existence as a result of a settlement between 
Multi Media Corp. and the CUF Neighborhood 
Association.  I am sure that the men and women 
who negotiated the settlement had only the 
slightest idea of what a sensational gift this 
would turn out to be for our community. Over 
the past 30 years the Fund has grown to a 
substantial sum and has funded numerous 
projects and causes benefiting all members 
of our community.   To date, the fund has 
distributed over $193,000.00 for a variety of 
community projects.  
 I would also like to thank the many men 
and women who have served as trustees of 

the Community Fund over the years.  Their 
dedication to the community and commitment 
to the mission of the Fund have been a true gift 
to all in the community who have benefited from 
their wisdom and responsible stewardship over 
the years.
 I can barely remember any of the gifts I 
received for Christmas as a child.  I do however 
remember having to sit at the dining room table 
each Dec. 26th writing thank you notes to those 
who included me on their gift list.  It has been 
30 years since the community received a gift 
by the name of the CUF Community Fund.  I 
would like to extend a belated thank you to 
the many men and women who have been so 
instrumental to the creation of and continued 
success of the CUF Community Fund. Our 
neighborhoods have benefited greatly from 
your dedication and commitment to making our 
community a better place to live.   

Dennis O’Brien

CUF Neighborhood Association 
General Membership Meeting 
November 15, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 
approximately 7:10pm, by Linda Ziegler.
Guests:
• CPD – Captain Bardoa, Officers Volkerding 
and Hageman
• UCPD –Officer Jim Vestring
• Kathy Wright, Principal of Hughes High School
• Florence Parker, Public Involvement Specialist 
from OKI (Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional 
Council of Governments)
Safety Updates:
There was no fire department report.
• Officer Hageman gave District 5 report - 
crime continues to go down. Officer Volkerding 
reported that there had been several arrests.
• Officer Vestring gave the UC police report. He 
announced that on Saturday, 19 November, UC 
students would be volunteering to distribute 



Financial Report    October 2016

Balance on Oct 1, 2016                $ 8951.36

Income:
    Dues                                         36.00 
                 Total                              36.00

Expenses:
      GCWW                                         101.26
       Ziegler reimburse                          53.93
       Lloyd reimburse                            67.89
       Bambach reimburse                      45.02
       FedEx-newsletter                        332.56
       Campbell                                       47.00
                       Total                             647.66     

Balance on Oct 30, 2016                $ 8339.70

Holiday Safety Tips throughout CUF, and that 
CUFNA members are encouraged to join. 
Officer Vestring again offered that UCPD will 
allow ride-alongs to CUF residents – rides can 
be from 2 – 8 hours long (riders can participate 
once every 6 months).
Announcements:
Kathy Wright graciously welcomed CUFNA to 
our new meeting place within Hughes HS, and 
invited CUF residents to feel free to visit anytime 
during school hours.
• Tom Reese, CRC, was not able to attend, but 
Linda Ziegler announced that he is willing to put 
together a group of CUF residents to look into 
future uses of Fairview Park.
• Florence Parker spoke, representing OKI. 
She will take CUFNA’s concern that there are 
too many shuttles in the Uptown area and that 
they should be consolidated to provide better 
service. Regarding the sidewalk along the south 
side of West McMillan between Fairview Avenue 
and Fairview Park Drive, she suggested that 
we keep working with the City (this is a project 
currently under review by the City as part of 
the Community Budget Request Program for 
2018-2019. She also mentioned that the City 
has $30,000 per City Neighborhood for Traffic 
Planning… Questions regarding I-71/MLK and 
I-75/Hopple/MLK should be directed to Brian 
Cunningham with ODOT. Questions about bus 
routes should be directed to Metro.
2 (11/28/16)
• Mark Bambach requested volunteers to plant 
trees in Fairview Park and at Coy Playground 
for Friday, 18 November and 19 November, 
respectively. As part of this discussion, it 
was pointed out that there is no sidewalk, or 
crosswalk, on Marshall next to Coy Playground.
Reports:
Treasurer’s Report was presented.
Old Business:
Chip Kussmaul reported that the joint CUFNA/
CHCURC Housing Initiative is moving forward 
and that it could be operational after the 1st of 
the year (2017). Sandra Wilson indicated that 
she knows of several homeowners who might 
be interested in working with the CUF/CHCURC 
group.
New Business:
The additional $900 of NSP funding provided by 
the City was approved to be spent on additional 
beautification projects.
Announcements:
Next General Meeting: 17 January 2017
Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:17pm!

Minutes submitted by Jack Martin

City water
 Greater Cincinnati Water Works uses state-
of-the-art water treatment processes to protect 
public health.
 GCWW’s Richard Miller Treatment plant in 
California, Ohio uses water-treatment processes 
with multiple barriers plus a corrosion control 
system that specifically minimizes the amount 
of lead that may leach into water from service 
lines.
 Although GCWW’s corrosion control 
treatment is extremely effective in minimizing 
lead, some sources of lead still exist and small 
amounts can potentially be picked up as the 
water flows from the public water system pipes 
into and throughout the home. Sources of lead 
include some brass, lead solder and especially 
lead service lines that can exist in older homes.
 In September, a new law went into effect 
in Ohio that requires water utilities to inform 
customers of the results of lead analyses within 
two days of the utility receiving the results. 
This law (called House Bill 512) also set other 
deadlines and requirements concerning lead in 
drinking water. 
 Additionally, as part of the GCWW Enhanced 
Lead Program, staff respond immediately to 
customers with lead levels greater than 15 
parts per billion (ppb). A member of the Water 
Quality staff calls the customer to discuss their 
results. They answer any questions, discuss 
possible reasons for the high levels, and 
suggest appropriate short-term and long-term 
remediation efforts that the customer can take. 



Lower Coy Park

Tree planting in neighborhood parks

 On Friday November 18th, CUFNA sponsored a tree planting in both Fairview Park and Coy 
Playground.  In Fairview Park, three Honeylocust trees were planted near the Basketball Court by 
Jack Martin, Paul Gallagher, and Mark Bambach, as well as Dave Boutelle (Cincinnati Parks’ Regional 
Manager, Central District) and Wes Brock (District Crew Leader).  Mike Morris helped pre-dig the holes 
with a backhoe.
 In Coy Park, 2 Red Maples 
and a Pin Oak where planted near 
the driveway.  A Honeylocust 
was planted near the playground 
benches for shade.  Cincinnati 
Recreation managers Harry Wood 
and Bob Boehnlein arranged to 
have the holes pre-dug there.  
Many more hours of work will be 
done in the upcoming year by Paul 
Gallagher, who has been tirelessly 
watering hundreds of newly planted 
trees throughout CUF over the last 
several decades.

Fairview Park



Student volunteers help clean up 
 On November 9, UC Sustainability in collaboration with Clean Up Cincy administered a clean-up 
event in the Clifton Heights neighborhood of CUF.  They had over 50 volunteers and spent three hours 
working to pick up litter in the community.  60 bags of trash and 30 bags of recycling were collected.  
In the Spring time, they plan on making this a monthly, reoccurring event, and plan to add educational 
and outreach components as well, with the goal of creating a more pleasant community for all residents 
in CUF. The effort was led by Daniel Hart, Sustainability Coordinator, Planning+Design+Construction, 
University of Cincinnati. 

Housing Choice voucher program
 The Housing Choice Voucher program provides a subsidy to a private landlord that helps bridge 
the gap between what a family can afford to pay in rent, and the actual market rent. Our HCV 
program can provide housing assistance to over 11,600 low to moderate income families; including 
children, Veterans, the elderly and the disabled. Several enhancements to CMHA’s HCV Program 
(formerly known as Section-8) have recently been implemented. Many of the changes were born from 
communication held with property owners and managers.
• The RTA Express or the accelerated Request for Tenancy Approval process is in operation from 
8:30am to 4pm.  Approved RTAs will be scheduled for inspection, whenever possible, within one to two 
business days of submission.
• The RTA Portal is up and running; property owners and managers can visit the portal to track the 
status of RTAs that were submitted in the past 90 days.
• Marketing Mondays is a bi-weekly event where landlords showcase available units to new voucher 
holders and current families looking to find new homes.
• The 2017 Wait List opening will take place in January and families will have an opportunity to submit a 
pre-application online. 
• HCV On The Move:  New outreach for current and new property owners is being developed to expand 
housing opportunities for Hamilton County families.
 More information about the HCV Program can be found on the CMHA website (https://cintimha.
com) or by calling the Customer Service line at (513) 977-5800.

https://cintimha.com
https://cintimha.com


Fairview bus loop improvements
 For those of you who may 
occasionally drive to the end 
of Fairview Avenue, where the 
old bus turnaround is, you’ll 
probably quickly notice one major 
improvement: the metal railing 
along the back of the turnaround 
has been repainted!  It’s easy to 
notice since it has been an ugly 
combination of old peeling white 
paint and rust for years.  The 
new light green paint job should last a while, 
since the railing was well prepped with a high-
powered pressure washer.  The bulk of the cost 
was covered by nearby resident Scott Knox, 
with many other contributions from the area 
neighbors.  

The railing has an interesting feature.  It is made 
of old street car rails, harkening back to the time 
when Fairview Avenue was once part of a very 
key transportation link, the “Crosstown” street 
car route, connecting the  Clifton area to the 
west side via the Fairview Incline which stood 
where the current abandoned bus turnaround is. 
As the incline’s structure declined, the streetcar 
company built a road up the hill to replace 
the incline.  At the end of 1923, a new section 
of McMillan Avenue was completed from the 
intersection of Ravine and Fairview Avenue down 
to McMicken.  The incline was then immediately 
closed. 

Another major improvement was done just 
beyond the turnaround, where there is a section 
of city owned land along Fairview Place.  A 
large mass of honeysuckle which had been 
overtaking the sidewalk was removed, creating a 
much more attractive open area.  Lots of debris 
had been removed as well; a few native shrubs 
planted; and an area of lawn re-seeded.  Several 
area neighbors have been involved in these 
efforts including:  Johanna Meng, Stuart Blersch, 
Scott Knox, Caroline Meng, Susan Heinrich, and 
Anneleise Forbes, as well as a few others who 
wish to be anonymous.



A Whimsical Wonderland
 The 2016 Holiday Show at the Krohn 
Conservatory has a whimsical new twist on 
holiday tradition!  A Whimsical Wonderland 
at Krohn invites you to unwrap your wildest 
imagination and explore poinsettias of 
a different color!  This show will feature 
poinsettias of royal blue, lively orange, and deep 
purple that will join the more traditional hues. 
  The interactive train display and botanical 
architecture are intensified with fanciful 
pompom junipers, vibrant globe amaranths, and 
cheerful powder puff plants.  Sprigs of painted 
twigs and patterned branches are intertwined 
with twisted, curly grasses and various tropical 
flowers to create this captivating landscape. 
Visit www.cincinnatiparks.com for Special Event 
hours and programs.
WHEN: through January 8th, 10 - 5 Daily

Happy  

Hollidays!

Straight Street Hill Climb
  Jim Wilson and Suzanne Summer, two CUF 
neighbors (pictured below), participated in this 
year’s Straight Street Hill Climb, both running 
and cycling up the hill.  Suzanne won in the 
Female Cyclist and Duathlete categories. 
 The race, held November 20, climbs at a 
nearly 35-degree slope for a third of a mile from 
West McMicken Avenue up to University Court. 
This was the 40th anniversary of the hill climb 
which benefits the Cincinnati Soap Box Derby.

City “Dashboards”
 The City of Cincinnati is taking its 
commitment to transparency and innovation to 
the next level with the launch of a wide range of 
interactive public dashboards featuring real-time 
City data.These 15 new dashboards contain 
various  datasets, and are now accessible 24/7 
on the City’s new “CincyInsights” webpage, 
as well as through the City’s website and open 
data portal. Anyone is able to interact with, and 
easily analyze mapped data using filters such as 
neighborhood location, date, activity type and 
more.

 Dashboards range from real-time snow 
plow tracking information to in-progress road 
projects to heroin overdoses. Other interactive 
datasets include: crime, emergency response, 
potholes, registered vendors and blight 
reduction.
 A complete list of currently available 
dashboards is below. Additional visualizations 
will be added over time.
“Having this data at our fingertips will enable 
us to enhance City services and become a 
more efficient organization,” said Mayor John 
Cranley. “This is also a great way to utilize 
technology to increase transparency.”
 You may access the CincyInsights website 
here: https://insights.cincinnati-oh.gov/

https://insights.cincinnati-oh.gov/


CUF membership
 Any person subscribing to the purpose of the 
CUF Neighborhood Association, Inc. and pay-
ing dues set by the Association may become a 
member.  Election of Trustees is held at the an-
nual meeting in July.  Eligible voters are residents 
of the community who are at least 18 years of 
age and who are fully paid members of the 
Association and who have attended three gen-
eral meetings after payment of dues during the 
year prior to the annual meeting.  Non-resident 
members have voice but no vote in Association 
meetings and may not hold elective office.  
Annual CUF dues are $6.00.
• CUF general meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, except August and December, 7:00 p.m, 
Hughes High School, 2nd floor, 2515 Clifton Ave.
• CUF Trustee meetings: 1st Tuesday of each 
month, 7:00 p.m, Hughes High School, 2nd floor
• CUF annual meeting and election: 3rd Tuesday 
in July, 7:00 pm, Hughes High School, 2nd floor, 
2515 Clifton Avenue

CUF Neighborhood Association
2364 West McMicken Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

Name:

Address: 

Phone:  (        )

Email:

Membership Type:

Voting Membership: CUF resident
Non-voting Membership:
CUF organization:
CUF business owner:
Non-resident:
Non-resident property owner:

Membership fee:  $6.00 per year.
Make checks payable to CUFNA.

CLIFTON HEIGHTS
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
FAIRVIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

2364 West McMicken Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

Funded by the City of Cincinnati 
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