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Deer — They’re Everywhere!
 Deer trot out the driveway from Good Sam 
Hospital and cross Clifton Ave. to Burnet Woods. 
They nip off all my neighbor’s pink and purple 
tulip blossoms before she can get a photo. 
They come up from Fairview Park to lay waste 
vegetable gardens in the summer and damage 
shrubbery in the winter. But 30 years ago 
sighting deer in the city was unheard of. What 
happened? 
 In the 19th century, white-tail deer 
(Odocoileus virginianus) were nearly hunted to 
extinction in the US. In the early 1900s, Ohio 
prohibited deer hunting so the population 
could recover. In 1943 Ohio began issuing 
hunting licenses again, and since then the deer 
population has exploded.
 Hamilton County had 474 deer-vehicle 
crashes in 2014 and ranks among Ohio’s top five 
counties for deer collisions. An overpopulation 
of deer browsing our parks eliminates  
undergrowth—bushes, small trees, and ground 
vegetation—other species depend on. Parks lose 
wild flowers and bird diversity. The composition 
of the forest changes because young trees 
don’t survive. The damage isn’t good for deer 
either. Food shortages affect their health and 
susceptibility to disease. In extreme cases when 
overgrazing destroys habitat deer die an ugly 
death from starvation. 
 Managing deer is a balancing act between 
urban, suburban, and rural residents, between 
sportsmen, farmers, those who like watching 
wildlife, and those who don’t want their property 
and public green space damaged. The key 
question is at what point deer become a 
problem.
 Hunting deer in rural areas doesn’t do much 
to change urban deer populations so many 
US cities use sharpshooters or bow hunters in 
parks in the fall. While this raises public safety 

concerns, it is also not a one-time fix for the 
problem. Deer rapidly reproduce to pre-cull 
levels or can migrate in. Deer populations must 
be monitored to know if control methods are 
effective and to schedule intervention when 
necessary. Deer management is on-going, like 
road maintenance and other urban upkeep.
 What about contraception or relocating 
deer? Besides being more expensive than 
culling, contraception is illegal. As for relocating, 
deer do not trap and transfer well and typically 
suffer over 50 percent mortality. Moreover, 
there’s nowhere to transfer deer to. No one 
wants them; they’re overpopulated everywhere.
 What deer control methods work? How 
frequently must they be applied? What’s the 
cost/deer eliminated? How important is it, for 
example, to reduce deer-vehicle collisions by 
10 percent? How does biodiversity in our parks 
rank among our priorities for public spending? 
In an era championing lower taxes, budget 
cuts, and shrinking public agencies, we have to 
decide.
                   Julie Zavon



CUF Neighborhood Assoc.
Financial Report
       
Balance on Jan. 1, 2015  $2,871.97  
    
Income: 
   Dues $42.00  
   NSP $4442.82
Total income: +  $5,484.82  
  
Expenses:
FedEx newsletter     $226.85
GCWW     $37.89
Finney Law Firm     $2872.68
Finney Law Firm     $500.00
Total expenses:     $3,637.42
 
Balance on Jan 31, 2015     $4,719.37

CUF Neighborhood Association
General Meeting 
January 20, 2015
Deaconess Cafeteria
 Meeting called to order at 7:34 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Gerald Checco, 
RESCHEDULED for February 17, 2015.
Safety Update:
CPD D5 Officer Nicholas Hageman – overall 
crime is down, 19% for violent crime such 
as homicide and assault. In December 2014 
burglaries were down 71% from last December. 
Officers Hageman, Boyle and Volkerding 
worked with U.C. Football players to put up 
signs and pass out flyers reminding people to 
watch their personal property and not leave 
it on view in their cars. U.C. is still providing 
funding to have CPD work with UCPD every 
night. UCPD can give citations to students 
on campus or attend crime incidents in the 
surrounding neighborhoods. UC police are 
patrolling streets surrounding campus. If UC 
police witness an incident off campus they will 
call CPD and will intervene/attend to victims 
until CPD arrives (particularly if UC students are 
suspected to be involved).
 Work continues to clear I-75 where 
the Hople St. bridge collapsed January 
19. Kokosing, the construction company 
responsible is being penalized $48,000.00 per 
hour the expressway is closed.
Treasurer Report: December 2014 given verbally 
as reported in the CUFNA Newsletter. The 
Newsletter was mailed to members this month 
and is available online. The schedule for printing 
and mailing the newsletter is January, April, July 
and November.
 OLD BUSINESS/Reports:
The CUF 2015 NSP Proposal was accepted 
January 15.
CHCURC – Clifton Heights Urban 
Redevelopment Corp – update given by Chip 
Kussmaul- Old St George, there will be a 
transfer of ownership to Crossroads Community 
Church in March. It will be used as a church and 
the steeples will be restored. Chip Kussmaul, 
Craig Lloyd and Jack Martin met to discuss a 
redevelopment corporation in CUF. CHCURC 
has knowledge to offer.
Zoning Update;
New AT&T signage conforms to existing zoning.
Gilbane-Planning Commission approved the 
plan on Friday. The transformer will be
moved from Lyon St. near residents and 
relocated to the Clifton Ave. side. The rooftop 
deck will be moved closer to the corner of Lyon 

& W Clifton. It was not in the plans presented 
October 17.
Land Development Code – final comments 
needed for 2nd draft by Jan 30 –
www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/zoning
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NEW BUSINESS:
Chris Palmer has compiled a CUFNA List of 
2014 Accomplishments (See January CUF 
Newsletter).
Hamilton County Tax property valuations – must 
file formal complaint by March 31, 2015. Call 
513-946-HOME (4663) or download form at 
hcauditor.org
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Thursday Jan 22 City Council meets to pass 
legislation criminalizing mistreatment of 
homeless persons. We could be 3rd City in USA 
to pass this. For details see: www.cincihomeless.
org
February 17, 2015 Guest Speakers from PUCO 
and Cinti Dept of Public Services
March 7, 2015 Cincinnati Neighborhood Summit 
at Xavier Cintas Center
Saturday April 25, 2015 Great American Clean-
Up – Please give us your input at membership 
table and sign up to be a block captain.
Christian Huelsman announced that his 
organization Spring in Our Steps (SiOS) has 
received a $5000 grant from US Bank, Haile 
Foundation & Cinti Development Corp.
Wallpe thanked those that attended the CUFNA 
Holiday Party.
Meeting adjourned at 8:07p.m.
    Recorded by Tony Walsh



2015 Neighborhood Summit -  
save the date
 The Neighborhood Summit is the annual 
event which brings together hundreds of 
community leaders and volunteers, city officials 
and non-profits in a day long series of seminars 
and workshops aimed at helping citizens work 
effectively together to improve the quality of life in 
their neighborhoods.
  Follow us on Twitter: cincysummit.
The 205 Neighborhood Summit is hosted by 
Invest In Neighborhoods
  Special thanks to PNC, Community Building 
Institute, Xavier University, the CDC Association 
of Greater Cincinnati, LISC, and the Seasongood 
Good Government Foundation for their support. 
WHEN:   Summit Kick-off Dinner March 6th  
                Keynote: City Manager, Harry Black              
The Summit is March 7th
Keynote: Kathy Merchant, Greater   
Cincinnati Foundation
  Opening remarks: Mayor John Cranley
WHERE: Xavier University, Cintas Center 
  Stay tuned for further details and follow 
us on Facebook at Cincinnati Neighborhood 
Summit

Notice to members of the CUF 
Community Fund
 Notice to Members of CUF Community 
Fund
          The annual meeting of the CUF 
Community Fund will be held on Tuesday, 
February 24, 2015. 
The agenda for the meeting is to review and 
approve the minutes of the Funds February 
2014 annual meeting, vote to elect two 
members to the Board of Trustees, review the 
2014 financial report of the Fund and discuss 
issues pertaining to the Fund.
Coes of the minutes and the Funds 2014 
financial report will be distributed to all 
members attending the meeting.
The slate of candidates running for the two 
open positions on the Board of Trustees are: 
Paul Gallagher, Craig Lloyd, Dennis O’Brien and 
John Stork.

CUF Community Fund
Membership Requirements

 To be a Member of the CUF Community 
Fund, one must be a paid member of the 
Clifton Heights, University Heights and Fairview 
Neighborhood Association (CUF) for twenty-
four months prior to the annual meeting of the 
Members and must be a permanent resident 
residing within Clifton Heights, University 
Heights or Fairview as designated in the by-
laws of the CUF Neighborhood Association, 
Inc., or its successor organization.  A permanent 
resident is defined as one residing year round 
within the CUF community for at least four 
consecutive years (48 months) immediately 
preceding the consideration of Member status. 
The burden of satisfying the requirement of 
permanent residency is upon the individual 
seeking to be a Member.
 Personal invitations will be mailed to 
individuals that satisfy the first requirement for 
membership. (Paid member of (CUF) for twenty-
four months prior to the annual meeting).  
Invitations will designate which individuals will 
need to provide proof of permanent residency.
 The members of the Board of the CUF 
Community Fund wish to extend to all members 
of the CUF community a happy, healthy, safe 
and prosperous New Year.

Sincerely, 

Dennis O’Brien       President
Linda Ziegler      Treasurer
Cindy Lewis            Secretary

Trailside Nature Center
Winter Constellations
Fri., February 13, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. – Wolff 
Planetarium at Trailside Nature Center, Burnett 
Woods
 Experience the oldest public planetarium 
west of the Allegheny Mountains. Discover stars, 
constellations, galaxies and more. Learn stories 
behind many of the
constellations. From nebulas and novae to 
star formation and more, this show has it all! 
Appropriate for adults and families with ages 5 - 
up. Fee: $5 per person.
Call 751-3679 for more information and 
reservations.

Maureen France      Vice President
Craig Lloyd        Vice President

Land Development Code 

 Planning and Buildings staff is currently 
working on a third draft of the Land 
Development Code. The City will be seeking 
further public feedback when the third draft 
is available later this year. The second draft is 
available for reference at: http://www.cincinnati-
oh.gov/planning/zoning/. 

http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/zoning
http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/zoning


Make the Mill Creek great again
 You are invited to attend a Mill Creek 
Watershed Strategic Plan update during an 
interactive meeting hosted by the Mill Creek 
Watershed Council of Communities (Council). 
The Lower Mill Creek Watershed Charrette will 
be held 4:30-6:30 pm Thursday, February 19 at 
the American Sign Museum, 1330 Monmouth 
Avenue, in Camp Washington. Participants will 
work in small groups with watershed maps to 
discuss challenges and opportunities related 
to the Mill Creek including water quality, flood 
damage reduction, stormwater management, 
economic development, recreation, community 
development, business development and 
general quality of life. More info can be found at 
millcreekwatershed.org.

Is your neighborhood plagued 
with vacant buildings?
 Citizens United for Action (CUFA) 
has worked with the City’s Property 
Maintenance Code Enforcement 
department to create a system that will 
address each neighborhood’s vacant 
property priorities. Neighborhoods will 
report their priorities to CUFA which will 
monitor the progress made by the Code 
Enforcement Division. Click here to join 
CUFA’s Vacant Property Action Team to 
help shape this program!

The Summit welcomes Nici 
Gardner, Regional Manager of 
Michael David Winery
   
 “Michael” and “David” are Michael and 
David Phillips, two brothers whose family 
has farmed in the Lodi region since the 
1850’s, cultivating wine grapes for nearly a 
century.
   Today Michael David Winery has 
extended itself to the 6th generation of 
grape growers in the family, and continues 
to emphasize the importance of quality 
wines with unique and eye catching labels.
   Farming with future generations in mind, 
Michael David Winery has adopted some of 
the most progressive sustainable farming 
practices in the state. All 750 acres of the 
family’s vineyards are third party certified 
and California’s first per ton bonus was 
issued for contracted growers to follow 
in the family’s foot steps. Starting with 
the 2011 vintage 100% the Lodi grown 
fruit crushed at Michael David winery was 
certified sustainable.
  Visit The Summit on February 19 to 
enjoy a fabulous “Carnival” of Food and 
Wine, and let Nici Gardner tell you how it’s 
been done in Lodi for the better part of a 
century. The Summit’s Executive Chef Sean 
Kagy, and his team of Midwest Culinary 
Institute students will prepare a five-
course dinner designed to complement the 
spectacular wines that will be served.
  The program will begin at 6:30 p.m.  
Free valet parking is provided.  The cost is 
$60 per person plus tax & gratuity.
  Click on the link below to make a 
reservation. For more information, please 
call the Summit at (513) 569-4980.
  
Sincerely,

The Summit
The Midwest Culinary Institute 
at Cincinnati State

City, Duke Energy announce 
grant to Cincinnati Youth to 
Work Program
 City leaders were on hand Feb. 4 to receive 
a $35,000 grant to help fund the Cincinnati 
Youth to Work Program (Y2WK) for 2015. The 
program employs youth between the ages 
of 14 and 21 in part time and full time jobs, 
and provides financial literacy and leadership 
development programming during the eight 
week summer program.
 Employment opportunities are in a variety 
of areas, including horticulture, recreation, 
health, art, technology, and science. All city 
departments, nonprofit organizations, and 
service providers place qualified students in 

employment opportunities with private and 
public sector companies. Students receive job 
readiness, financial literacy, college readiness, 
professional and leadership development 
classes by in house or outsource organizations.

http://millcreekwatershed.org.


CUF membership
 Any person subscribing to the purpose of the 
CUF Neighborhood Association, Inc. and pay-
ing dues set by the Association may become a 
member.  Election of Trustees is held at the an-
nual meeting in July.  Eligible voters are residents 
of the community who are at least 18 years of 
age and who are fully paid members of the 
Association and who have attended three gen-
eral meetings after payment of dues during the 
year prior to the annual meeting.  Non-resident 
members have voice but no vote in Association 
meetings and may not hold elective office.  
Annual CUF dues are $6.00.
• CUF general meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each 
month, except August and December, 7:30 p.m, 
Deaconess Hospital Cafeteria, 311 Straight 
Street
• CUF Trustee meetings: 1st Tuesday of each 
month, 7:00 p.m, Deaconess Hospital Cafeteria, 
311 Straight Street
• CUF annual meeting and election: 3rd Tuesday 
in July, 7:30 pm, Deaconess Hospital Cafeteria, 
311 Straight Street

CUF Neighborhood Association
2364 West McMicken Avenue

Cincinnati, Ohio 45214

Name:

Address: 

Phone:  (        )

Email:

Membership Type:

Voting Membership: CUF resident
Non-voting Membership:
CUF organization:
CUF business owner:
Non-resident:
Non-resident property owner:

Membership fee:  $6.00 per year.
Make checks payable to CUFNA.

CLIFTON HEIGHTS
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS
FAIRVIEW 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
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